
 

 

My Name Is Revenge Book club discussion guide 

 1. Had you heard of the Armenian 
genocide before My Name Is 
Revenge? If so, how did you learn 
about it?    

2. How does Vrezh’s life in 1980s 
Sydney contrast with the internal 
world of his thoughts?   

3. Vrezh acts as though he has 
absorbed his grandfather’s 
memories as his own. Do you 
believe it’s possible to have 
‘memories’ of events that 
happened to others?  

4. How do you understand the 
relationship between Vrezh and 
Armen? How does their father’s 
behaviour impact them?  

5. Can you empathise with Vrezh’s 
motivations for taking part in an 
assassination? How do his school 
experiences in Australia influence 
him?  

6. Do Vrezh’s motivations differ 
from Armen’s? If yes, how?  

7. ‘I couldn’t condone or even 
empathise with their methods. 
And yet I understood their motives 
intimately’ (75). Have you ever 
empathised with the motives 
behind an act of violence? Did 
this surprise you? 

8. ‘If there had ever been justice, 
it was a fluke, an aberration’ (52). 
Do you believe justice is possible 
after an event like the Armenian 
genocide? If so, how?   

9. What does My Name Is 
Revenge reveal about the past 
and its impact on the present and 
the future? 

 10. Vrezh ‘wonders about the 
Aboriginal people who might 
have once lived in the NSW 
countryside. But he lacks the 
empathic imagination to connect 
their history to his own’ (77-8). Why 
do you think Vrezh struggles to 
imagine the history of others?   

11. Norman Naimark argues that 
genocides never happen in 
isolation, but are part of an 
historical continuum. After reading 
‘The Crime of Crimes’, do you 
agree?  

12. ‘I’ve studied and written about 
genocide for nearly a decade. 
My husband finds this interest 
morbid’ (101). After reading My 
Name Is Revenge, why do think 
Kalagian Blunt pursued this topic 
for so many years?   

13. ‘In my hostel, they told me I 
am the first Turk to stay there. I’ve 
heard this everywhere!’ (128). 
How did the actions of Başak, the 
Turkish woman who Kalagian Blunt 
meets in Armenia, make you feel? 
Would you risk arrest for your 
convictions?   

14. Has this book made you think 
differently about how we, as a 
society, remember and 
understand historical events? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for discussion 

My Name Is Revenge 
includes photos 

taken by the author.  

Many of these photos 
highlight aspects of 

Armenia today. What do 
think is the intention of 

these photos?  

Armenia is growing 
in popularity as a 

tourist destination. 

A trip to Armenia 
includes visiting ancient 

monasteries, drinking 
apricot vodka and 

Armenian cognac, and 
befriending the locals, 

who are often eager to 
share their culture with 

people from around the 
world. What aspects of 
Armenia appeal to the 

traveller in you?   

 



 

 

My Name Is Revenge Book club discussion guide 

My Name Is Revenge is a collection of fiction and essays 
related to the Armenian genocide and its fascinating 
connections to Australia, including the 1980 assassination 
of a Turkish consul-general in Sydney, a crime that 
remains unsolved to this day.  
 
The literary thriller novella is based on a series of 
international terrorists attacks, while the creative 
nonfiction essays blend memoir and history. Together, 
they explore the legacy of the genocide that laid the 
blueprints for the Holocaust, and what that legacy 
means today, both for Armenians around the world, 
including the author’s family, as well as for Australians.  
 
My Name Is Revenge was a finalist in the 2018 Carmel 
Bird Digital Literary Award and was shortlisted for the 
2019 Woollahra Digital Literary Awards.  

My Name Is Revenge 
A Novella and Collected Essays 

Ashley Kalagian Blunt 
Publisher: Spineless Wonders 
Print ISBN: 9781925052442  

‘A heartfelt and gripping story of 
family, hardship and resilience.’ 

— Candice Fox   
 

Ashley Kalagian Blunt is a Sydney-based writer. Her 
work appears in Griffith Review, Sydney Review of 
Books, Westerly, the Australian, the Big Issue and Kill 
Your Darlings. Ashley is a Moth StorySLAM winner and 
has appeared at Story Club, the National Young 
Writers’ Festival, and Sydney Writers’ Festival.  
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